UPHILL BATTLE 


Senate Republicans add partial 
Obamacare repeal to tax bill. A3 


ELEPHANT RIGHTS 


Suit argues three Goshen elephants 
are legal “persons” with rights. Bl 
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SANDY HOOK CASE 


High Court 


Weighs Gun 


Suit’s Merits 
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Justices Andrew J. McDonald, left, and Richard 
N. Palmer listen to testimony. Palmer told the 
plaintiffs: “You need to establish that the 
marketing ... had an impact on Adam Lanza’s 
tragic actions.” 


CLOE POISSON | CPOISSON@COURANT.COM 


lan Hockley, father of Dylan Hockley, one of 20 first-graders killed in the Sandy Hook shooting, speaks after a hearing before the state 
Supreme Court on a lawsuit filed by nine families against Remington Outdoor Co. Hockley said: “The manufacturer ... could not care 
less what happens to their guns once the cash is in the bank, showing an utter disregard for the lives this weapon takes ...” 


Plaintiffs: Lanza Swayed By Gunmaker’s Message 
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Attorney James Vogts argues on behalf of Remington, the 
maker of the Bushmaster AR-15, the gun used in the school 
shooting. Vogts said: “The plaintiffs haven’t explained how 
advertisements fit into the issue of negligent entrustment 
.. there is no case law on advertising being declared a cause 
of death.” 


By DAVE ALTIMARI and DAVE OWENS 


daltimari@courant.com 


HARTFORD — Connecticut Supreme Court 
justices spent more than 90 minutes Tuesday 
peppering attorneys for some victims of the 
2012 Sandy Hook Elementary School massacre 
and the manufacturer of the gun used by the 
shooter with questions about the merits of a 
lawsuit filed by the families seeking to hold 
Remington Outdoor Co. liable for Adam 
Lanza’s shooting spree. 

In front of a packed courtroom that included 
about a half dozen victims’ families, lawyers 
representing special interest groups including 
the National Rifle Association and a group of 
physicians who have treated the victims of 
mass shootings, and national media, the five 
justices focused their questions on “negligent 
entrustment,’ 100-year-old Connecticut laws 
and how a case about a slingshot injury in 
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ANTHEM-HARTFORD HEALTHCARE 


Standoff Revives 
Legislative Fix 


Process Laid 
Out In 2015 Bill 


By RUSSELL BLAIR 


rblair@courant.com 


The top Democrat in the state 
Senate plans to reintroduce leg- 
islation creating a binding arbi- 
tration process to settle contract 
disputes between insurers and 
hospitals that they can’t solve on 
their own. 


ongoing standoff between An- 
them Blue Cross Blue Shield and 
Hartford HealthCare “points out 
the need for the bill even more” 
than previous disputes. 

“This is too important to the 
public to be left to private parties 
to settle? he said. “We need to 
provide some other mechanism 
to settle these disputes when 
they occur.” 

Tens of thousands of Anthem 
customers in Connecticut have 
been paying higher, out-of-net- 


QB Quits After 
Concussion 
Concerned about his 
health, Huskies QB 
Bryant Shirreffs leaves 
the team after another 
on-field concussion. 
Sports, Pages Cl, C3 


Shooter Kills 4 


Four people were killed 


were wounded by a 
gunman in California 
Tuesday. World & 
Nation, Page A3 


Budget Vote 


UConn Men The state Senate OK'd 

Rally For Win budget changes. 

The Huskies overcame Connecticut, 
Page BI 


a late-game nine-point 
deficit to beat Stony 
Brook 72-64 Tuesday. 
Jalen Adams, at right, 
helped turn the tide 
with a game-high 19 
points in the second 


OBAMA VISITING 
Former first lady giving a closed-to- 
the-media talk at The Bushnell. B1 
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SUNSHINE 3/8% 
-@- A sunny day with 
e> highs closer to 50. A2 
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RUSSIA PROBE 


Account 


Again 


AG Now Recalls 
Aide Mentioning 
Russian Contacts 


By MATT ZAPOTOSKY 
and SARI HORWITZ 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions on Tuesday again revised his 
account of what he knew about the Trump 
campaign’s dealings with Russians, acknowl- 
edging for the first time that he recalled a 
meeting where a foreign policy adviser 
mentioned having contacts who could pos- 
sibly broker a meeting between then- 
candidate Donald Trump and Russian Presi- 
dent Vladimir Putin. 

Testifying before the House Judiciary 
Committee, Sessions said he now remem- 
bered adviser George Papadopoulos saying 
in March 2016 that he knew people who 
might be able to help arrange a Trump-Putin 
meeting. 

When Sessions was asked last month 
whether he thought surrogates from the 
Trump campaign had communications with 
the Russians, he said, “I did not, and I’m not 


SESSIONS, A4 


Last Month: “/ did not [have 
communications with Russians], and I’m not 
aware of anyone else that did, and I don’t 
believe it happened.” 

Tuesday: “/ do now recall the March 2016 
meeting at Trump hotel that Mr. 
Papadopoulos attended, but I have no clear 
recollection of the details of what he said at 
that meeting.” 


—Attorney General Jeff Sessions 


HARTFORD BREAK-IN 


Burglary 
Suspect'’s 
Record: 
130 Arrests 


Hiding In Safe Room, 
Resident Calls Police 


By CHRISTINE DEMPSEY 
and DAVID OWENS 


cdempsey@courant.com 


HARTFORD — A woman took refuge in a 
safe room in her home Monday evening and 
called police as a career criminal with 130 
arrests and 46 convictions snatched jewelry 
and other items from her home, police said. 

Hartford police surrounded the home and 
then, with a police dog, went inside to search 
for the burglar. The officers and dog found 
Leroy Mims, 56, hiding in an upstairs 
bathroom. Police said he was armed with a 
steak knife. 

Deputy Police Chief Brian Foley said it 
was the first time in his 23-year career that 
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